October 2, 2003

To effectively carry out the mission,
Army officials have said that they need
more Humvees, uparmored Humvees. |
believe them. The administration in
this bill failed to fully meet that re-
quest.

My amendment is designed to meet
the needs of the Army today as they
face these numerous threats around
the globe. The amendment is cospon-
sored by Senators BAYH and KENNEDY.
It would add funding to this supple-
mental request to buy additional
uparmored Humvees and would also di-
rect the Army to reevaluate its re-
quirements for the armored security
vehicle.

The HMMWYV, or high mobility mul-
tipurpose wheeled vehicle, better
known as the Humvee, is the work-
horse of the United States. It is being
used around the globe today in con-
flicts from Afghanistan to Iraq to the
Balkans. The uparmored Humvee is a
variation of the basic vehicle. It was
designed to offer increased protection
to troops from small arms fire, rocket-
propelled grenades, and blasts from
mines.

It was designed primarily for mili-
tary police and special operations per-
sonnel, exactly the type of soldiers
being called upon to do very dangerous
missions in Irag today.

The armored security vehicle, or the
ASV, is also a vehicle in the Army in-
ventory. It is designed to complement
the uparmored Humvee. There are very
few of them, but it is a requirement
that | believe the Army should study
again.

In July, | visited Iraq and had the op-
portunity to meet with my constitu-
ents from the Rhode Island National
Guard, the 115th Military Police Com-
pany, and 119th Military Police Com-
pany, the 118th Military Police Bat-
talion. It was on the tarmac at Bagh-
dad International Airport. | got off the
aircraft with my colleagues. | rushed
over to the formation of these military
police men and women. | began to
speak with them. The first request that
I got was repeated several times over:
We need uparmored Humvees. We are
in a dangerous situation. We are pa-
trolling the roads of Iraq. We see other

units with these vehicles. We need
them.
When | came back to the United

States, | was convinced that we needed
more uparmored Humvees. In the inter-
vening weeks, the Rhode Island Na-
tional Guard, 115th Military Police
Company, has lost three soldiers. Two
were killed when an improvised explo-
sive device, a 155-millimeter shell, ex-
ploded underneath their regular
Humvee. No one can determine wheth-
er or not an uparmored Humvee would
have saved the lives of these two sol-
diers, Staff Sergeant Joseph Camara
and Sergeant Charles Caldwell. I know
having such a vehicle would add to the
confidence and security of the troops.
A few days ago Specialist Michael
Andrade of the 115th Military Police
was killed, again in a Humvee in an ac-
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cident involving a convoy operation in
which a tanker truck crashed into his
vehicle. Last Monday evening | was
there in Rhode Island when they
brought Specialist Andrade’s body
home to his family. This Saturday he
will be buried in Rhode Island. | know
you can’t determine whether or not
this type of vehicle would have saved
this young soldier’s life. But | can tell
you, if they had a choice, all of our
military police, all of our soldiers in
Iraq would prefer to be iIn an
uparmored Humvee than a Humvee
without the armor, and their families
would make that choice, also.

It is clear that we need more. This
bill contains more vehicles. | commend
the President for that proposal. | be-
lieve we need more than even what is
included in this bill.

When | returned from lIraq, | wrote to
Secretary Rumsfeld. | also called the
Army. At that time | was verbally told
by the Army that the requirement for
additional Humvees was about 500. But
then as the summer wore on, several
things became apparent. This insur-
gency was extremely serious and ex-
tremely lethal. Also that the require-
ment for uparmored Humvees was
going up. Indeed, | believe—I have said
this before—that we could be involved
and will likely be involved in lIraqg for
years, not months, stretching perhaps
to 10 years. These are the types of vehi-
cles that are crucial to effective oper-
ation in an occupation force as we have
in Iraq.

Now, my initial response from the
Army was that they need 500 more. By
September 8, the Army sent a formal
response indicating that the require-
ment now is 1,723 uparmored Humvees
and 1,461 will be sent immediately to
the theater. | commend the Army be-
cause they have tried their best to
move as many available vehicles into
the theater of Iraqg as possible.

Now, 619 vehicles were coming off the
assembly line and being sent directly
to lIraq; 430 were being pulled from
units in the United States and Europe;
another 412 were pulled out of the Bal-
kans. So we are trying to meet the
need in lraq, but we are doing it by
taking these vehicles from other poten-
tially dangerous areas, such as the Bal-
kans. Also, vehicles were taken from
the units in the United States—we
hope they are training on these vehi-
cles in preparation to go overseas.

I believe indeed that this require-
ment will increase, and in fact what we
have seen throughout the course of the
last several months is the Army and
the Department of Defense seriously
reevaluating the need for uparmored
Humvees. They have concluded that
these uparmored Humvees are indeed
necessary.

We have received information that
the Army in fact has a requirement in
excess of 3,400 vehicles. Again, just a
few weeks ago, the requirement was
1,700; now the requirement is 3,400 vehi-
cles. They say the best way to accom-
modate future funding for increased
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production would be to use the Iraqi
Freedom Fund. | propose to do that. In
fact, OSD has concurred with this ap-
proach. The Secretary of Defense has
concurred. What we are waiting on is a
validation of how many of these vehi-
cles can be produced at the assembly
point.

So my amendment is straight-
forward. It requests additional money
in the amount of approximately $191
million from the Iraqi Freedom Fund
to buy 800 additional vehicles, or so
many as may be acquired with that
money. In fact, | hope we can, in the
next year, buy even more. The analysis
by myself and my staff suggests this
money would be sufficient to fully op-
erate the production line and get all
the vehicles possible that we need.

The lIraqi Freedom Fund in this bill
contains $1.9 billion, so there are suffi-
cient resources. | believe we should do
this and we should do it promptly. The
indication from the Army is that they
need the vehicles, and also if we act in
this appropriations bill, we can speed
those vehicles to Iraq.

As | said earlier, there is another as-
pect of this, and that is the armored se-
curity vehicle. We are asking the Army
to look back at this requirement and
reevaluate it.

I will conclude by taking the advice
of Secretary Rumsfeld that it is not
necessary to listen to the media but
listen to the soldiers. 1 have a letter
from a young lieutenant in Afghani-
stan. Here is what he writes:

I am the leader of one platoon of many
here trained Stateside for dismounted mis-
sions and handed uparmored Humvees upon
arrival at our firebases. My strong NCO’s
have adapted and worked hard to train on
this different platform. | feel it is criminal,
however, to have sent so many units here
without Stateside training on either the . . .
uparmored Humvee or its complementary
weapon, the MK-19 auto grenade launcher
and M2 .50 caliber machine gun.

He goes on to say:

Our mechanics, for example, have no expe-
rience with the uparmored Humvees and are
too few to fix vehicles which have been driv-
en hard for at least 18 months on the awful
““roads’ here. Without vehicles, we have no
mobility. Without mobility, we cannot ei-
ther protect the reconstruction teams or
interdict terrorists/criminals intent on rock-
eting our bases and mining the roads.

That is the viewpoint of one of these
magnificent young soldiers in Afghani-
stan working with the vehicles. He ap-
preciates the value of the vehicles. |
think every soldier, every squad that
has missions like this, whether in Af-
ghanistan or lIraq, should have these
vehicles, and that is the intent of this
amendment. Further, | will add that
one of the suggestions to me in his let-
ter is:

Purchase new uparmored Humvees for Af-
ghanistan to replace the ones about to die or
send qualified mechanics with the requisite
parts to fix them.

That could be written by any soldier
in Afghanistan or lIragq, and indeed
there are many in lraq, particularly,
that do not even have access to



